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Disclaimers !!

This presentation focuses Atlanta’s most 
common:

● Resident Birds (11 species)
● Migratory Birds (14 species)
● Native Nectar/Berry-producing Trees (10 

species)
● Native Nectar/Seed/Berry-producing 

Perennials (10 species)
● Native Nectar/Seed-producing Annuals (8 

species)
● Pollinators (11 species)
● Garden Pests (9 Species)

None of the references consulted seem to quite 
agree with any of the others, so take all this 
information with a grain of salt!

Mother Nature is ever-evolving!





Looks empty and peaceful, but…..



Pupae of beetles, cutworms, grubs, ladybugs, aphids, hornworms and vine borers.
Overwintering ladybugs, squash bugs, spiders and queen bees (Carpenter, Sweat and Bumble) 



To clean up or not to clean up?

Clean out and clean up the food-growing beds

● Pull up and discard dead/bolting plants.
● Remove pest habitats
● Turn the soil to expose eggs, larvae and 

nests
● Watch cool-season crops (kale, spinach, 

collards, etc) for aphid eggs and hose off

Elsewhere, leave the leaves!

● Yard areas
● Wooded areas
● Perennial beds













February comes along……

Red Maples bud and begin producing nectar.

Bluebirds are checking out nest boxes.

The Northern Cardinals, Blue Jays, Tufted 
Titmice, Carolina Wrens, American Robins, 
Brown Thrashers and Northern Mockingbirds 
start mating….there is much bird calling, 
aerobatics, squabbling, chasing. 

The insects and pollinators are still sheltering in 
the winter debris, hoping not to be eaten by 
hungry birds.





































































And the Crescendo of the Summer…..













And in the Garden

Saddleback caterpillars and

Fall Webworms eat their way through

 ornamental plants and the undersides

 of leaves before pupating into moths.



“August Symphony”

Cicadas buzzing and chirping

Meanwhile, silently, the Japanese 
beetles are laying eggs in the soil.
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Species included in this presentation

Resident Birds: Carolina Chickadee, Eastern Bluebird, 
Downy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Northern 
Cardinal, Blue Jay, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, 
American Robin, Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird

Migratory Birds: Purple Martin, Broad-Winged Hawk, 
Barn Swallow, Chipping Sparrow, Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird, Chimney Swift, Yellow Warbler, Wood 
Thrush, Ovenbird, Indigo Bunting, Scarlet Tanager, 
Baltimore Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Cedar 
Waxwing

Native Trees: Red Maple, Eastern Redbud, 
Serviceberry, Tulip Poplar, Black Locust, Black Cherry, 
American Holly, Southern Magnolia, Sweetbay 
Magnolia, Sourwood

Native Perennials: Milkweed, Black-eyed Susan, Purple 
Coneflower, Bee Balm, Stokes’ Aster, Joe-Pye Weed, 
Cardinal Flower, Blazing Star (Liatris), Georgia Aster

Native Annuals: Daisy Fleabane, Indian Blanket, 
Bitterweed, Spotted Jewelweed, Annual Sunflower, 
Partridge Pea, Tickseed Sunflower (Coreopsis)



Species, con’t

Pollinators: Monarch Butterfly, Carpenter Bee, Common 
Eastern Bumblebee, Honey Bee, Sweat Bee, Wasps, 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail, Zebra Swallowtail, Black 
Swallowtail, Luna Moth, Hummingbird Clearwing

Garden Insects:

Bad Guys: Aphids, Mosquitoes, Squash Bugs, 
Mexican Bean Beetles, Japanese Beetles, 
Tomato Hornworms, Squash Vine Borers

Good Guys: Spiders, Lady Beetles, Wasps


