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There is nothing quite like a home garden to supply you and your family with a variety of nutritious vegetables
that can be enjoyed fresh or preserved for later use. When space is limited, a plentiful supply of crops such as
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant and okra can be grown with a few properly cared-for plants.

Site
Try to select a site that receives at least 8 to 10 hr of sunlight a day. Select a location that is conveniently located

near the house and a water supply. The soil should have a good texture and be well-drained. Avoid sites that have
a history of hard-to-control weeds such as nutsedge and bermudagrass.

Make a Plan

Plan your garden out on paper first before ordering seed. For small areas, select those crops that you like best
and consider using dwarf compact varieties that will produce an adequate supply on a few plants. Also, plan to
use the space continuously by planting another in-season crop soon after the last harvest is completed. Plant
tall-growing plants together on the north or west side of the garden so they will not shade lower-growing plants.
Make a map and keep it current so that the vegetables can be rotated within the garden from year to year.
Remember to plan for space between rows to walk down to harvest the crop and maintain the bed.

Varieties, Seed and Plants

Be sure to select recommended varieties for your main planting. Many other varieties are available, and new
varieties are being introduced each year. Try a few new varieties on a small scale to determine their worth in
your area. Varieties listed in the Vegetable Planting Chart represent a few of the proven varieties.

Always buy good quality seed from a reputable company. Do not save your own seed unless it is a unique,
unavailable variety.

When buying plants, purchase fresh, stocky plants that are free of diseases and insects.

HEAVY

MEDIUM LIGHT
10_12;1302;6;2_12 10-10-10 or 6-12-12 at a rate of 6-12-12 at a rate of
s 15 7 (R s 20 Ib per 1,000 sq ft 10 Ib per 1,000 sq ft

cabbage artichoke cucumbers pumpkin peas, Southern
celery asparagus eggplant radish
lettuce beans greens rhubarb
onions beets herbs squash
potatoes, Irish cantaloupes okra Swiss chard
potatoes, sweet carrots peas, watermelon
English
tomatoes corn, sweet pepper
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Lime and Fertilizer

Run a soil test through your local county Extension office several months prior to planting to determine lime
and fertilizer needs. If the pH is low (acidic soil), apply the recommended amount of lime before preparing
the soil so it can be mixed with the soil during land preparation. A pH of 6.0 to 6.5 is recommended for all
vegetables except Irish potatoes, which require a pH of 5.0 to 6.0. Vegetables are classified as light, medium, or
heavy feeders, based on their fertilizer recommendations for each group.

Apply fertilizer according to the soil test results. Most vegetables need initial fertilizer at planting time, and
again after they have begun to mature. Some vegetables, such as corn, need to be fertilized by side dressing after
the plants are about knee high. Put the side dressing several inches away from the plant, never directly on the
plant.

If additional nitrogen is needed on peppers, eggplant or tomatoes, apply when the first fruits are about 1 in. in
diameter.

APPROXIMATE POUNDS OF FERTILIZER PER 100 FT*

Pounds per acre 24-in. rows 30-in. rows 36-in. rows per 100 sq ft
100 0.5 2/3 0.75 0.25
200 1 1.25 1.5 0.5
300 1.5 12/3 2.5 0.75
400 2 2.5 3 1
500 1.5 3 3.75 1.25
1,000 5 6 7.5 1.5
2,000 10 12 15 5
*One pint of mixed fertilizer will weigh about 1 Ib. For row widths not given, figure in proportion to the given
rates.

Soil Preparation
Begin soil preparation in the fall by chopping litter and spading or turning deeply to bury the litter. Add other
organic matter such as compost, leaf mold, or well-rotted sawdust or manure.

Planting the Garden
Information on cultivars, planting dates and spacing is given in the planting chart. Several vegetables can be
successively planted to lengthen the harvesting season.

Cultivation
Cultivate or hoe the garden as often as needed to control weeds and grasses. Do not cultivate or hoe too deeply,
or root injury will result. Cultivating too often will also result in the soil drying out excessively.

UGA Cooperative Extension Circular 963 | Vegetahle Gardening in Georgia 3



181039 uj ujuapiey ajqelasap | £96 Jejnau) uoisualxy aaljeladoos yon

‘Jussaid sI ainisiow ajenbape uaym [10S (Ae|d) AAeay ul A|MO|[BYS JUB|d xx x
‘|el} 0 AYypom sJeal}nd poo3 Jayjo Auew aJe 818y "PapUSWWOIB) 8S0Y} JO M) e Judsaidal Jeyd ayl ul paisl| SIBAI}ND .«
"awi} A1un1ew [enpialpul 1o} s30[e31ed 328yJ "SUOIHPUOD
3uimols |esauad pue ainjeladwal ‘(SI9Ylo UeY] JB1|Jed Binjew swos) JeAl}nd uo uipuadap AJeA ||Im SAep Jo Jaqwinu ay| ‘uspJed sy} ul sjue|jdsuedy Suilles Jo pass 3uljueld wody ale Ajlunjew o1 sheq.,

— =€ x9e-8T [ siueid 00€ | OT NON-OT 'R0 GT “eiN-T "uer 0Z1-00T aing Aip ‘uojuo
— | Texog-s1 | swedooe | 1€-9eq-1-des | GT uew-T ‘uer leBnyiod sHum | 06-09 useJ8 ‘UoIUO |

T ¢l X9¢g 071 OT "Inf=GT "unf T "unp—1 udy ssajaulds uoswia|) ysilag unfeg ‘Apunding ‘|| AsyeQ aluuy G9-G9 eno
g0 ¢ X9e-81 2060 GT "des—GT "3ny T udy—GT "uer YeuueAes ‘Jueln pay ‘pajing jueln ulsyinos ‘yesjpeoiqg epLoj4 0S-0v pJeisnw
8/1 ¢1-8X9€-81 20620 T '10-T1 "des T JeN-GT "uer younioialng ‘sulewoy ‘pesyisnng G8-09 90N}18|
g0 91-8 X 9¢ 2060 1 "des-T "3ny OT “eN-T "go4 131Uy anjg Jowly an|g ‘ueliagiS jemq ‘salep 0/-0S a|ey
- ¢ X 9¢ sjueld 0g 0€ "Inf=0T “Inf GT AeN-T dy adol|[e] ‘(8HYM) saisng Isoyn ‘Aisnq ‘oisse|] ‘Aineag yoelg 06-G. Jue|d33e
G/'0-G'0 21 X09 20 T G 8ny—GT "Inf GT feN—T1 dy 997 |eJ4auan ‘osdA|e) G9-0G SNO0ID90UAS 4aquinond

$$S900NG 199MS ‘921|S

GT ReN—T udy 1eams ‘1313 y3iesis ‘eiowisyiely ‘ealq ‘puUgAH ssojding — sulp G9-0G 3u1d1|s 4aquinano
aJejued ‘dos) ysng ‘pugAH ysng pejes — ysng
e _ . o snioy) paaig 1eems ‘Audipusiss 3 L
Sl 8¢l X 9¢ qrseo T 'unf=gT1 “Jei\ ‘weal) @ sayoead ‘10E IeJIN ‘[Jead u, AsuoH ‘4e3ng g Ja1ing ‘elsoiquiy 06-69 10109719 "ti0d
et | e s e usanp sens ‘sseound | |
S 11 81-¢1 X9¢ q1G¢0 T unr=gT “ep JAIS ‘SUIY| JON(IS ‘UOIIBSUSS BIBUSS ‘S| 1| 19BMS MOH ‘UOjeAy 06-99 Hy
g1 | srzrxos | aszo | — Tunf—GT ey | eosusg ‘TET IBAIN 199]9S AsUOH ‘Usenp usplon ‘snoepog | 06-G9 | mojek ‘wiod |
*N0) 91-8 X 9¢ 2060 1 'dag-T "8ny GT “eN—-T "ge4 doud-IA9H ‘UIayINoS eI3109H ‘Xe an|g G8-Gg SpJejjod
— ARSI siueid 00T GT "8ny-GT "Inr T udy-T ep AuoydwAsg “o18e|y 8HUM ‘(10]0d a|dind) 31}yes9 ‘|legmous Alie3 ‘anjosqy G/-09 Jomojjlined
. _ _ . cdac_no - BN _aT - (Ilews) _
Gc'o €-¢X9€-81 2060 G1 "des—0z 3ny 0c¢ elN—GT "uef eujeqUINY | JuSIjag 199MS ‘S81IqIeams ‘sejueN 191eds ‘Aeusiueyn G6-0L joiied
1 9€ X 09 20 1 — 0g ‘unf—0g e 19amg ‘Alie3 Aoadnjes ‘eusyly ‘elsoiquuy 06-08 adnojejued
— X sjue|d '100-T "3n JIe|N-GT ‘ue [omar - adeqqed
¢l X9¢ jue|d 00T T '10-T "sny GT “eN—GT "uer UeaIn ‘apJaA Oy “YoINg punoy Ae3 ‘oneig ‘Aiseukq snig “+G ‘oN 9By 0c1-0L qaq
gT-1 r-€X9¢ SRR 1 3ny-T "Inr 1 ReN-T udy alixia 0L eadiaying
— 21 X 9¢ syue|d 001 1 "deg-T "3ny GT JeN—GT 984 uolyjeoa( ‘onelg ‘dou) wniwald ‘J0uled ‘uewded ‘uoyielely 08-09 11000014
N0 ¢ X9€-81 071 0g "das-T "3ny 1 Jdy-GT "gad usanp Aqny ‘edy pay ‘pay ieq Hodxd G9-G9 DICELe]
g1 1 8-9X9¢ a1 g0 1 8ny-T1 "Inr T unr—gT “Jep pa|yoads epliojd ‘ensls G8-08 ewl| sjod ‘sueaq

ewoy ‘Jsuuny

G1-1 -2 X 9€ algo 01 "8ny—G "Inf 1 AeN—GT uey fo{onIuaY] {UBSILNIOA ‘OUUM ‘O1E1S) SIOUUNY-IleH b7z oxe anig ‘oouosg | 09708 ysnq ‘sueaq
9 ¥2-81 X 9 S100J 0G 09(Q 7§ "NON GT JelN—GT "uer uoissed a|dind ‘uojduiysep Aiey ‘wysiuy Assier ‘uern) Assisr | Jesh pug sn3esedse
(sayaur)
sayaul :
A “___m_.w_ ueyd hmu wouww_n_ lIed Bupds SIeAl}INg «Amen 3|qejadapn
wﬂ_aoa Jad x smo. 1 spaas sajeq Sunue|d FEREI 0} sfeq
jo 3uioeds

Heyg 3unueld 3|qeasap




181039 uj ujuapiey ajqelasap | £96 Jejnau) uoisualxy aaljeladoos yon

Juasaud si ainjsiow ajenbape uaym |10s (Aejo) Aneay ul AIMO|IBYS JUB|dyxx
‘leu} Jo Ayuom sieannd poob Jayjo Auew ale 1oy "papuUSWILLIOIa SOY} JO M3} B Juasaldal Jeyd ay) ul palsl| SieAnn),,
‘awn Ajunjew |enpiaipul 1o} sBojeles ¥oay) "suoiIpuod
Buimolb jessuab pue ainjesadwa) (sJ8Yl0 uey) JallJea ainjew awos) JeAnd uo Buipuadap Asea |jim sAep Jo Jaquinu 8y uspieb ay) ul sjuejdsuely bumes Jo pass Bunued woly ale Alunyew o} sheq,

8v-9e X</

1 Aen—-0z el

aule}l|oS ‘Uoja\ Wjed

[lews — Uojawaiem

2-1 8Y—9E X 2/ 720 T — 1 ReN—02Z JeN elgueg ‘A1sele|y |eAoy ‘setn) IpJey 06-08 98.ie| — UojaWIaleM
G0 ¢ X9€-81 2060 G1 "das—0T1 "Sny T udy-gGT "uer umol) |ehoy ‘do] ajdind 09-0v diuiny
191N ‘adesn 06-0/ ades3 ‘ojewol

3plid UIBIUNO ‘BljaWy ‘SIo8Iny ‘BUldS UlB3uNop ‘ysalq.

-~ vexsy | sweidos | STNeSTINT | TRRWNCSZ O | yoyinoyy uq9190 ‘079 NHE b NHE ‘WD Alie3 ‘igefeg -~ usng | 08O SIeUILIBIOP OO}
-1 9¢ X 09 20 G0 — T Inf-1 4dy 1nuid1Ing ‘uoquog dnasdning ‘wiody | 0Z1-G8 Jauim ‘ysenbs
¢l re X 9g 7080 Sg Bny-T ‘Bny ST fe-T "udy 10edWoo as( ‘Mmois 0] Ases UcmewmmwMu_,_mMmew_M_L_hﬂMMWﬁQ 550 BEE:m&%MM::MM
G/'0-G0 Z X9¢€-81 201 GT 190-T "dag GT "JelN—GT "uer L# PUGAH ‘ajepswoo|g Jajuim ‘ApojaN | G¥—0F yoeuids
G0 RS 7 201 GT "3190-T "dag T udy—GT "uer uoidwey ‘aqo|9 18|4eds ‘|log Adyy | 0€-Ge usipel

1 JBUUIM BZ14d ‘uels ‘onnueny s,|iia 021-G8 1eid ‘uydwnd

_Lwn_\ﬂ_ uJojue Jole .cm_w_m_ [9J[¢13]

a8Je| ‘undwnd

...... Ul 8vxer | 20 | . T._.._| (eepfunew
T 8V X2/l 70 1 — uo 3uipuadap)

...... 1 . ----mw.w.w.w---- ----.N.o..H.---- TTTTThTTIITTTTTTTT 1°Inr—GT Aei

...... 1 | swxze | w1 | =T sapisuol| 9T | 0Z1-G8 Aury ‘uydwnd
— 21 X9¢ sued 001 — GT "unr—gT |Udy [oMa[ pay ‘sepueulaH ‘181 jueln) ‘pay eidiosey ‘|eluusiua) | 0Z1-06 199Mms ‘saojejod

Tey | zixoe | azt | — TUeN-GT Uer | (P09 UOYNA ‘Onueply ‘Oeqeuusy) sHUM ‘(enuod) pay | 06-0/ | usui] ‘seojetod
— 2 X 9¢ syueld 0G — T "unp—1 dy eueueg }9aMg ‘a||l1agny ‘ewaidng eueueg G6-G9 199ms-104 ‘4addad

— ¢ X 9¢ sjueld g 0T 8ny-Gg "Inr T "unp-T udy euw.ey ‘|essojo] ‘eex Jojawe) ‘eynag Sig 08-99 l18q ‘4eddad
. _ . o T weal) Jaddiz JaA|IS 1ddISSISSIN — Bad JopMOI) ‘BWDI) Sexa| _ .
¢t vTexoe aso 0T 'Bny-T dy ~ eag Wea1) WA4 IINH ajding — pafexuld ‘G# eiwiopen — pafeyoerg | 94709 wiaunos ‘sead
B zxoe | a1 | — GT 'ge4—Gr uer | T deus JeSng ‘esd mous ‘Appeq sesns | oz-09 | pod s|qips ‘sead
B zxoe | a1 | — GT '9e4—GT 'uer | 011S3B|\ ‘MOIlY USSID) ‘|aAJe|y 31317 ‘OpUBA JOPUOM UOSYOR[ ‘Ujodur] | 0/-09 | (ys1|8u3) uapues ‘sead
(sayaur)
sayoul : '
A “_:m_.w_ uerd ._m%wwpn_-m—_m lied Bupds SIeAl}ng «Aimen a|qelada
wﬂ:non Jad x smol 1 $paas sajeq Sunue|d +xSIEALI 0} sfeq _ A
jo Suioedsg

(panunuog) yeyg sunue|d ajqelasap




Mulch

A mulch of straw, leaves, compost or pine straw will help conserve moisture, control weeds and reduce
cultivation. Apply enough mulch to have 2 to 4 in. after settling. Newspaper can also be applied as a mulch two
to three layers thick around plants. Apply 3 in. of straw or compost on top of the paper.

Watering

Water the garden as often as needed to maintain a uniform moisture supply. In the absence of rain, a good
soaking once a week will probably be adequate for heavier soils. Light, sandy soils might require an application
more frequently. Water early in the morning so foliage will dry oft quickly, which helps prevent diseases. Use
soaker hoses or irrigation tape if possible to prevent foliage from getting wet and help prevent disease.

Control Insects, Diseases and Nematodes

Serious losses can occur from insects, diseases and nematodes. If nematodes are present, control measures must
be taken before the crop is planted. Preventive control measures can be used for insects and diseases, or can

be started as soon as problems are spotted. Contact your local county Extension agent for assistance in pest
identification and recommended control measures.

Harvesting

Harvest vegetables as soon as they are ripe. Leaving them on the vine too long will lead to disease and insect
problems and will cause crops such as beans, okra, squash and cucumbers to be over-mature and terminate
or stop producing. Any surplus production should be canned or frozen as soon as possible after harvesting.
Information on canning and freezing is available at your local county Extension office.
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